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PPS RECORDS FOR 
311 TABER AVENUE 

PLAT 86, LOT 24 
 

WILLIAM A. AND ELIZABETH M. BOWERS HOUSE 
Built 1929 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A two-story, gable-roofed, weatherboard-sheathed Colonial Revival dwelling with five bay façade, center 
entrance with sidelights and elliptical fanlight, splayed lintel window caps with keystones, and a central 
Palladian window over the front door.”   
    --“Freeman Plat Historic District” National Register nomination 
   
The single-family house has an enclosed porch on its south side and an open porch on its north side.  At 
the rear of the driveway stands a two-car garage, which may be contemporary with the house. 
 
The house stands on a 7,666 square foot lot on the east side of Taber Avenue and the north side of 
Doyle Avenue.  The lot measures 94.02 feet on Taber Avenue, and 71.5 feet on Doyle Avenue.  The 
other streets bounding the block are Emeline Street on the north and Elmgrove Avenue on the east. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
311 Taber Avenue was constructed during a flurry of development activity on this block: 8 of the 13 
houses were built within a 10-year period (1926-1937).  William Bowers was a principal in the wholesale 
florist company Bowers & Resnick, and also founded William A. Bowers, Inc. (another flower business), 
for which Mrs. Bowers was secretary and president.  Before building this house, the Bowers lived in 
Edgewood (Cranston).  The Bowers family occupied the house for 15 years; Mrs. Bowers, who outlived 
her husband, eventually sold the house in 1944.  Since then, the house has changed hands 6 times, most 
recently in 2000 when it was purchased by Harry and Stefanie Feld.    
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
Remote and not readily accessible to residents living in town, the East Side developed slowly, first with 
extensive farmsteads, and later country retreats. Not until the 1850s, as the city’s population grew and its 
transportation systems were enhanced, did a suburban residential neighborhood began to take shape on 
the East Side.  
 
In the mid-1660s, the Browne family bought a large piece of property in the Cat Swamp, a couple of miles 
northeast of the settled area of Providence.  By the late 18th century, Dexter Brown (the “e” had been 
dropped) owned a 50-acre farm south and east of today’s Morris Avenue and Sessions Street.  That farm 
was divided in two after Dexter’s death in 1810, and the western half passed to Dexter’s daughter Sarah 
(Sally) Brown.  Sally Brown, who never married, died intestate in 1849.  A lawsuit over the disposition of 
her property was settled in 1851 when the court ordered the farm surveyed and subdivided amongst 16 
separate beneficiaries.  
 
Where Doyle Avenue now runs between Morris Avenue and Elmgrove Avenue was part of two long, 
narrow parcels known as Lots #5 and 6 of the Sally Brown Farm Plat. These lots (and all the land north of 
Lot #6 to Sessions Street) eventually ended up in the possession of Elizabeth Smith, whose father 
William Morris was a second cousin of Sally Brown.  Before her death in 1872, Elizabeth Smith sold most 

 
1 From Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence, by Robert O. Jones, published 
by RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989; and PPS Records for 328 Doyle Avenue. 
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of this property, but she retained and platted for development the land on both sides of what is now Doyle 
Avenue.  This land was still fairly swampy, and remained unsuitable for development until after 1900. 
 
In 1896, John R. Freeman, a civil engineer, arrived in Providence from Boston to assume the presidency 
of the Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance Company.  In 1901, Freeman bought four lots that had originally 
been part of Sally Brown’s farm, just to the south of Elizabeth Smith’s land.  He built his own home (now 
demolished) on a new street, Freeman Parkway, and then proceeded to buy up more of the land 
surrounding his property, in order to control development there.  A decade-long effort to convince the City 
of Providence to develop his part of the Cat Swamp as a public park failed, so in 1916 Freeman drained 
the swamp and platted his holdings for residential development.  The “John R. Freeman Plat #1” 
encompassed land traversed by Doyle, Upton, Hazard, Laurel, Wayland, Elmgrove and Taber Avenues, 
Freeman Parkway, Barberry Hill, and Abbottsford and Rose Courts.  Unlike the standard grid layout used 
in other East Side plats, the Freeman Plat incorporated a number of curving streets, wide verges and 
wide sidewalks.  Its average lot size, 8000 square feet, was 60% larger than the standard Providence 
house lot, and parcels were sold with deed restrictions to control building types and construction.  Parts of 
the Freeman Plat were replatted over the next few decades; the Freeman Plat #4 of 1925 resulted in the 
current layout of the block bounded by Taber, Doyle, Elmgrove and Emeline.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
311 Taber Avenue is a contributing building within the Freeman Plat Historic District, listed on the 
National Register.  No local historic district zoning regulations affect the property.   
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives, Registry of Deeds)  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate VIII show 
Dexter Brown’s 51-acre farm located south of “Cat Swamp Lane” (Sessions Street) and east of the “Road 
to Providence [from Pawtucket]” (Morris Avenue). 
 
1851: “A Plat of the Late Sally Brown Farm,” surveyed October 1850 by Lemuel Angell (recorded in Plat 
Book 4, Page 4 on July 5, 1851), shows the division of the property in accordance with the settlement of 
the lawsuit brought by various heirs (see Deed Book 121, Page 332).  Lot #5 went to Amey and Samuel 
Richmond; Lot #6 went to Frederick H. Smith (husband of Elizabeth Smith). These lots, both long, narrow 
and fronting on Olney Street, had no buildings on them.   
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2 and 3), Plate J, shows 
that Lots #5 and 6 of the Sally Brown Farm Plat had been combined into one lot of 696,290 square feet, 
owned by Elizabeth Smith.  Doyle Avenue has only been laid out from North Main Street as far east as 
East Avenue (Hope Street). 
 
1878:  “Plat of Land Owned by Heirs of Elizabeth Smith,” surveyed by A.R. Sweet in 1878 (recorded that 
same year in Plat Book 13, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 508), shows land on both sides of Doyle 
Avenue between Olney Street (now Morris Avenue) and Elmgrove Avenue.  There are 28 house lots 
delineated on the north side of Doyle, numbered consecutively 68 through 95 from east to west; all except 
the two corner lots have 50 feet of frontage on Doyle.  Comparing dimensions on this map with later 
maps, the future site of 311 Taber Ave. lies within Lots 74 and 75 (the 7th and 8th lots west of Elmgrove); 
Taber will later be cut through Lot 76.   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4, shows a large block bounded by 
Doyle Ave. on the south, Olney St. on the west and north (later Morris Ave. and Sessions St., 
respectively), and Elmgrove Ave. on the east.  The north side of Doyle is labeled “Elizabeth Smith Plat:, 
and the layout of house lots corresponds with the 1878 plat map. 
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1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plates 32-33, shows Emeline St. laid out 
between Olney St. (now Morris Ave.) and Elmgrove Ave.; Taber Ave. has not yet been extended this far 
north.  Most of the house lots on the north side of Doyle have 5,400 square feet of area, and are still 
vacant. 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 86 shows an earlier configuration for the area:  neither Emeline St. nor 
Taber Ave. appear on this map at all.  Comparing dimensions with later maps, the lots numbered 27 and 
28 on the north side of Doyle Ave. on this map will later be subdivided, part forming the Taber Ave. right 
of way and the rest forming house lots for 311 Taber Ave. and 328 Doyle Ave.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., plate 6 shows Taber Ave. extended 
northward to the south side of Doyle Ave., and then continuing northward from the south side of Emeline 
St. (These two pieces of Taber would not align if connected.)  The house lots on the north side of Doyle 
are still mostly 5,400 sq. ft., and approximately 2/3 of these are vacant lots owned by John R. Freeman.  
By this time, sewers had been installed on Doyle Ave., and streetcar lines ran on Hope Street and 
Elmgrove Ave., facilitating development in this area. 
 
1916: “Plat No. 1 of Land Belonging to John R. Freeman,” surveyed June 1916 and revised December 
1916 by W.V. Polleys (Plat Book 34, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 1036).   This map shows Taber Ave. 
extended and realigned between Doyle Ave. and Emeline St. At the northeast corner of Taber and Doyle 
is Lot #183, where 311 Taber would eventually be built.  Lot 183 measures 93 feet on Taber Ave., 69 feet 
on Doyle Avenue, 96 feet on the east, and 81.36 feet on the north.  (Note that the next city atlas shows a 
roadway where Taber Ave. now is, but called by a different name.) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows the block bounded by Doyle 
Ave. on the south, Plympton St. (now Taber Ave.) on the west, Emeline St. on the north, and Elmgrove 
Ave. on the east.  The block is subdivided into 15 lots, all but two of which (at the corner of Emeline and 
Elmgrove) are owned by John R. Freeman.  All of Freeman’s lots are vacant.  The lot at the northeast 
corner of Plympton and Doyle measures 7,055 square feet.  
 
1925:  “Plat No. 4 of Land in Providence Belonging to John R. Freeman,” dated July 16, 1925, surveyed 
by George S. Bullock (Plat Book 38, Page 3, copied on Plat Card 1097).  This is a replat of Freeman’s 
Plat No. 1 of 1916, changing the alignment of Taber north of Doyle and reconfiguring some lots.  The lot 
at the northeast corner of Taber and Doyle, here numbered 445, measures 94.02 feet on Taber Ave., 
71.5 feet on Doyle Ave., 93.24 feet on the east, and 95.51 feet on the north.  
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows the lot at the northeast 
corner of Taber and Doyle, still vacant and still owned by John R. Freeman, measuring 7,666 sq. ft.  
Freeman still owns 8 of the 13 lots in the block; those he does not own are built on.  The map references 
Freeman Plat #4. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21 shows 311 Taber Ave. standing at 
the northeast corner of Taber and Doyle, on a 7,666 square foot lot owned by W.A. Bowers et ux.  A 
garage stands at the northeast corner of the lot, accessed from Taber.  The entire block has been built 
out, save for one lot on Doyle, next door to 311 Taber (this will become 328 Doyle).  The map references 
both Freeman Plat #1 and Freeman Plat #4. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No building permit was found for this property. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Directories (Archives) 
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City Directory, 1929:  William A. and Elizabeth M. Bowers lived in Edgewood (Cranston).  Bowers’s 
business is identified as Bowers & Resnick, wholesale florists, of 35 Maiden Lane.  He is also listed as 
president of William A. Bowers, Inc., also a florist, at 35 Maiden Lane; Elizabeth Bowers is secretary, and 
Samuel Resnick is treasurer.  
 
City Directory, 1930:  William A. and Elizabeth M. Bowers now lived at 311 Taber Avenue in Providence.  
Their businesses remain the same. 
 
House Directory, 1929-1930:  No 311 Taber Avenue is listed. 
 
House Directory, 1931-1932:  No 311 Taber Avenue is listed. 
 
House Directory, 1933-1934:  311 Taber Avenue, residence of William A. Bowers.   
 
[Note:  the House Directories are often at least a year behind the City Directories.] 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1928:  Plat 86, Lot 24 was owned by John R. Freeman.  The land was valued at $3840.  No valuation was 
made for buildings. 
 
1929:  Plat 86, Lot 24 was owned by William A. Bowers and Elizabeth M. Bowers of Cranston.  The land 
was valued at $3840, and the building was valued at $4,000. 
 
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 86, Lot 24:  TABER AVENUE 
 
Owned by Washington L. Cole as of April 15, 1891 
Owned by John R. Freeman as of November 1, 1905. 
Owned by William A. Bowers and wife Elizabeth M. Bowers as of April 1929. 
Owned by William A. Bowers Estate and widow Elizabeth M. Bowers as of January 1944. 
Owned by Rosalyn Cohen as of April 1944. 
Owned by Pauline C. Weaver as of June 1944. 
Owned by Albert P. Shore and wife Roberta G. Shore as of December 1953. 
Owned by Robert F. Rosin and wife Davera G. Rosin as of December 1957. 
Owned by Michael L. Cummings and Mary L. Cummings as of July 20, 1994 

(ref. Deed Book 2987, page 254). 
Owned by Harry Feld and Stefanie Feld as of July 31, 2000  

(ref. DB 4423, page 266). 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
February 2002 
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